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When I first met Thomas in 2014 at
The Lord’s Diner he was homeless
and had his belongings stolen – so
we went to the Coleman Outlet Store
and picked up a sleeping bag. Fast
forward to today. Thomas shared his
story in my office on a warm October
morning. A few months prior to my
meeting him, Thomas had moved
from an apartment that he shared
with a roommate who had fallen into
meth. Thomas “couldn’t be around
that stuff” and moved out in the
middle of a snow storm. He spent the
next 17 months homeless, suffering
from PTSD, anxiety and a number of
medical conditions. Finally, he went
to Open Door and began working in
the kitchen. In 2015 the Wichita Police
Department’s Homeless Outreach
Team was able to find him housing
with Interfaith Ministries.
Thomas is being assisted by a
unique nationwide program that
is funded by a three-year federal
grant called Supportive Employment
Demonstration. The program is a
national qualitative study of 3,000

people, designed to stabilize
individuals with severe and persistent
mental illness. Through this effort, the
goal is then to secure employment in
an attempt to keep them off welfare.
Thomas began coming to Guadalupe
about four months ago and is being
treated by a primary care team of
volunteer physicians for a number of
medical conditions as well as being
treated for his Hepatitis C by our
volunteer gastoenterologist. “I’ve come
a long way,” Thomas reflects, “and it
is very helpful that your staff calls and
reminds me about my appointments.
Everyone is always very pleasant,”
he continues, “You can tell a lot about
a place by how the staff care for you,
and they are always wonderful!” David,
Thomas’ caseworker, summed up who
and what Guadalupe Clinic is when
he said, “Your staff is very humble and
very aware of who they are caring for:
those who need health care the most,
but cannot afford it.”
David Gear
Executive Director

“Ta k e c a r e o f G o d ’s crea ti on . B u t a b ove all, take car e of people in need.” - Pope F r anc i s

Dear Guadalupe Clinic...
I am excited to be taking on the role of Board Chair for
the next two years for Guadalupe Clinic. I am grateful
for the support of the Clinic team, the countless
volunteers and knowledgeable board who assist the
clinic excel as a community based medical clinic for
our community members who face challenges finding
quality medical care.
As I look at the role I have accepted for the next two
years, I cannot help but be humbled by the original
visionaries of the Clinic. They saw a need and took
action showing those of us who love the mission of
the linic how to demonstrate true stewardship of time,
talent and treasure. Without the countless hours of
volunteer medical providers within the community
our mission could not be fulfilled. Additionally, this
clinic has become a teaching environment for medical
students, residents, nursing students, physical and
occupational therapists and other medical specialties.
What a wonderful way to show our young professionals
true stewardship!
As we look to our future, we have many opportunities
to assist people who need preventative and on-going

care. We have heard from numerous patients that the
Guadalupe Clinic was their only resource for care. Our
caregivers work to deliver access to care in a variety of
settings that takes the resources directly to our patients
and within the communities identified at risk.
To continue this mission of service, we have many
people and organizations to thank for our financial
support. The Guadalupe Health Foundation, along
with many other generous donors, foundations and
businesses continue to provide the necessary funding
to support our mission. I personally, want to thank
each of you for your generosity and commitment to
Guadalupe Clinic.
Please continue to pray for the patients who are being
cared for at Guadalupe Clinic. Please pray for all
leaders and providers as we guide this team through
the challenges they face each day. Please pray that
our mission to provide health and hope to those we
serve remains our focus.
Thank you for your support.
Cindy LaFleur

Holidays and Giving

Every day we see people in need; struggling to get back
on their feet and working for a better life. Guadalupe Clinic
can play a large part in their journey through providing them
access to quality, compassionate healthcare.
During the holidays, thanks to so many generous donors,
Guadalupe Clinic staff and volunteers provide patients and
their families with food, gifts, many household necessities and
even a visit from Santa!
This year Christmas food boxes will be distributed on the
morning of Saturday, December 15. Families receive all the
traditional holiday foods: turkey, dressing, potatoes and gravy,
cranberries, pies, veggies, fresh milk, and more. Whenever
possible additional food is included to help out with the days
before and following the holiday.
When picking up their boxes, everyone is invited to accept
gifts for their children or grandchildren. We also have a myriad
of household and personal items to peruse. These range from
winter coats and gloves to mops and brooms.
It’s a busy day and a very rewarding one for all!
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If you would like to support Christmas giving, please contact
Alley Miller: amiller@guadalupeclinic.com

Text “GC Times” to 71777 to Donate

John P. Smith, DO FACOS

He collaborates with our
dermatologist and other medical
providers at the Clinic.

John P. Smith, MD earned
a Bachelor of Science from
Midwestern State University in
Wichita Falls, Texas, in 1971 and
a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
from Kansas City University of
Medicine and Biosciences in 1975.
We are delighted to have Dr.
Smith as our specialist surgeon.

Dr. Smith has worked at Surgical
Specialists, PA in Wichita, KS his
entire career, where he is currently
a consultant. He has served on
the Board of Governors of the
American College of Osteopathic
Surgeons, is a past president and
fellow. He served as Chairman of
the Via Christi Riverside Hospital
Board of Trustees. His medical
staff appointments included Via
Christi Hospitals, Wesley Medical
Center, Galichia Heart Hospital,
Ridgewood Surgery Center,
Cypress Surgery Center and
Wesley Rehabilitation Hospital.
His academic appointments have

included adjunct faculty positions
at Oklahoma State University,
University of New England, West
Virginia School of Osteopathic
Medicine, Kansas City University
of Medicine and Biosciences,
Wichita State University and
University of Kansas. He currently
serves as the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees at Kansas
City University of Medicine and
Biosciences in Kansas City,
Missouri.
Dr. Smith is the recipient of
numerous awards and honors
recognizing his contributions
to the practice and teaching of
medicine. For the past 20 years,
he participated in and led medical
missions to the Dominican
Republic.

Congratulations to Midwest Winefest’s WOW trip winner - Jill Steiner!

Upcoming Events
Guadalupe Clinic will continue the annual tradition of celebrating
Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day on December 12th. Join us on:
Wednesday, December 12th
for Mass at 5:00pm
at the
Adorers of the Blood of Christ Convent
Chapel of the New Covenant (at Newman University)
Reception will follow at 6:00pm
Dinner at 6:30pm
at Guadalupe Clinic
940 South St. Francis Street
We look forward to thanking our generous volunteers, donors,
grantors, and staff for their gifts of time, talent, and treasure.
Please RSVP for this event by December 1st. Contact Alley Miller
at amiller@guadalupeclinic.com or (316) 264-8974 ext. 213.
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a ti on , vi si t: www.GuadalupeClinic.com
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Stewardship wall at St. Francis
clinic displaying gifts of time,
talent, and treasure.

Giving of Time, Talent & Treasure
Another year is coming to an end, 2018 is almost over! Can you believe it? You, along with Guadalupe
Clinic staff and volunteers, are the reason that we have helped so many in need of quality health care.
However, the winter season is a dangerous time of year for many without medical insurance.
Thank you in advance for giving so generously and so faithfully. Because of you we are able to give
not only health care, but hope. You are a shining example of Christ’s love in this world.
Guadalupe Clinic is looking at new ways for you to give. Did you
know, you can give to the Clinic through Amazon Smile and Dillons
Community Rewards at no cost to you? Just sign up and designate
Guadalupe Clinic as your charitable organization and give whenever
you shop!

To give online, visit:
http://bit.ly/GC71777

Designate Guadalupe Clinic to receive
a gift from Dillons Plus Card Rewards

DO YOU MATCH?
You can DOUBLE or
TRIPLE the impact of
your donation with a
corporate matching gift
from your employer!
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When you shop,
Amazon gives!

Enroll at: https://www.dillons.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow\

Les l i e R u d d M e mo ria l fo r
G ua da l u p e C l i n i c
Guadalupe Clinic wishes
to honor special friends
we have lost this year, who
remembered us at their
time of passing through
memorial gifts.
Please remember them in
your prayers.

Remembered always as a dear Husband, Father and Grandfather. God took
him home on May 3rd, 2018, it was his will, but in our hearts he liveth still.
A leader in the Wichita Community, whose compassion and generosity saved
the lives of so many in need of quality medical care, through the faithful
support of Guadalupe Health Foundation and Guadalupe Clinic. Leslie
Rudd,Wine Entrepeneur and Philanthropist touched the lives of so many,
peace be upon him. Generous of heart, wonderful was his love for us, and
where there is great love there will always be miracles.
Leslie Rudd was born on August 15,
1941 in Wichita, Kansas. He was the
son of Sam Rudd, owner of Standard
Beverage Corp. Leslie joined the
family business in 1965 as a sales
representative upon his graduation
from Wichita State University. Under
Leslie’s tenure as President, Standard
Beverage became the largest
wholesaler in Kansas. On October
4th Standard Beverage was honored
by the Wichita Business Journal
in the category of Manufacturing
and Wholesale Distribution for

Community Involvement. Standard
Beverage has supported many local
organizations; namely the Guadalupe
Health Foundation through the
Midwest Winefest which raises
money to support Guadalupe Clinic.
We now remember Leslie Rudd as a
great philanthropist and friend, who
was dedicated and committed to
supporting Guadalupe Clinic.

Robert Blubaugh
Phyllis Bluml
Craig Dunlop
Martin Enriquez
Cleora Heiman
Dan Hirshler
Tom Kennedy
Donna Noone
Robert E. Riedel
Norma Jean Simon
Wilfred Stump
Serilda Thompson
Marcelline Wright
Always in our thoughts,
forever in our hearts.

To give to Leslie’s memorial, contact
Andrie Krahl (316) 264-8974 ext. 204
for more information.

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a ti on , vi si t: www.GuadalupeClinic.com
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